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Recommendations for letters on Palestine,

e Politeness is virtue.

e Put own reaction aside, and instead focus on persuasion. What is it going to take to get someone to change
their view?

e Avoid condemnation - needs to be constructive.

e Don’t need to rubbish someone, remember you're taking part in a conversation with the newspaper and their

readers
Do your homework. Read the letters page everyday to get a sense of the ‘tone’ of the letters page
Ensure you read the ‘recommended tips’ for newspapers (here is ).

e Need to refer to something else in the newspaper — doesn’t even need to be about Palestine. Refer and
cross-refer.

e Need to do more than agree with what’s been said — need to add something to conversation. Suggest
something concrete about what comes next. What deadline or next step could be relevant?

e With such a short space, just have one idea.

e Our issue has very complicated arguments and dense facts. Try to use accessibly every-day language,
rather than technical language of the conflict. If your letter has to be checked by an editor, because it is so
specific, then much less likely to get printed.

e Getitin quickly — the day it is printed is great, the morning of the next day is even better.

e Try to face your audience, not the person that annoyed you.


https://www.smh.com.au/letters-tips
https://www.smh.com.au/letters-tips

Some examples of published letters to the
editor about Palestine
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July 01, 2005

Shootings by Israeli forces

FROM MR BERNARD MILLS

Sir, The guilty verdict on the Israeli army sniper who shot the British peace activist Tom
‘Hurndall was hailed by Israeli officials as a vindication of Israel’s willingness to
prosecute soldiers violating rules of engagement (report, June 28).

During my time at the UNRWA (UN Relief and Works Agency for Palestinian
Refugees) as officer in charge of operations in South Lebanon (1983-95) and director
of operations in Gaza (1986-88) | wrote several hundred detailed reports to the Israeli
Occupying Authorities about the killing or wounding with live ammunition of Palestinian
(and Lebanese) women and children by the Israeli Army, as witnessed by my UN staff.

Neither | nor any member of my international staff, who were eyewitnesses to many of
these incidents, were ever interviewed by the Military Police, nor did | hear or read in

the Israeli media of any courts martial taking place.

BERNARD MILLS
Bury St Edmunds, Suffolk
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Peter Graves, Curtin

Gaza a ghetto

1 have recently returned from living for some months in Palestine. I was
deeply saddened by what I witnessed in Gaza. It is a ghetto created by a
ruthless blockade.

The United Nations has predicted that it will be uninhabitable within a few
years. Some days ago, 1400 Palestinians were injured and 17 were killed in
(Gaza, in an action that brings to mind Sharpeville or Kent State.

Like those two notorious events, these victims were non-violent protesters.

They were shot by Israeli soldiers, often by snipers from a long distance. The
Israeli government claim, quoted in The Canberra Times (3 April), that it
"acted judiciously to prevent a dangerous breach of its borders" is
demonstrably absurd to anyone who has seen the extent of Israel's
fortifications on the wide stretch of no man's land between Gaza and Israel.

We believe that the right to peaceful protest is sacrosanct and so did the
15,000 Palestinians protesting at their 70 years of Nakba — their catastrophe
of dispossession and expulsion by the Israeli government.

This "Great Return March" was about the undeniable basic rights of
Palestinians, like all people, to live freely in their homelands.

The Israeli military believe that any time the Palestinians demand their basic
rights they will be considered violent and will be met with vicious brutality. I
witnessed this on so many occasions.

How then can the Israeli military be described very recently by Prime
Minister Netanyahu as "the most moral in the world" when it deliberately
shoots unarmed civilians protesting on their own land?




8/9/2020, The Age
Strange West Bank Stance

The challenges of Palestinian living in the West Bank were partially revealed by, “In the Jordan Valley, international deals don’t change reality for Palestinians” (5/9). In 2016 writers
from around the world travelled to Palestine-Israel to spend time in the occupied territories. Their experiences were collected in the book Kingdom of Olives and Ash. This book of
essays confirms the experiences the article describes are representative of everyday life for many Palestinians.

Daily life for most Palestinian is intolerable. The permit system, the checkpoints, make routine life — shopping, getting to work, to school — exhausting. Yet this year in the UN, when
Israel threatened to forcibly annex up to a third of the Palestinian West Bank, Australia voted against a resolution condemning the annexation. The Australian government rightly
promotes a “rules-based international order”. There is no justification for Israel and Palestine relations to be an exception.

Jan Lacey, North Melbourne.

25/5/2020, The Age
A chance to remember

Your article about Israel’s plans for the West Bank gives us the opportunity to remember that in 1947, the United Nations voted to partition Palestine without any consultation with
Palestinians.

In 1948 the State of Israel was proclaimed unilaterally. Seventy-two years later, May 15, is commemorated by Palestinians as “al-Nakba”, the “Day of Catastrophe”: Palestinians
becoming refugees in their own land. In the same ear, UN General Assembly Resolution 194 stated that refugees “wishing to...live at peace with their neighbours” must be allowed to
return or be compensated: this resolution continues to be defied by Israel to this day. Thus for more than 72 years Palestinians have accumulated death, suffering and the abuse of
their human rights.

Now the government of Israel is proposing to annex part of the West Bank — this is morally corrupt, as is the continued occupation of Palestine. As the article concludes “When it
comes to upholding international law and UN resolutions, Palestine should not be the exception”.

Judith Morrison, Mount Waverly,



Other sources for advice - recommended by
Maher


https://www.oxfam.org.au/get-involved/campaign-with-us/diy-campaigning/make-your-mark-in-the-media/writing-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/how-write-effective-letter-editor/
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/main
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-write-successful-letter-editor
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/writing-effective-letter-editor

