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Recommendations for letters on Palestine, 
● Politeness is virtue. 

● Put own reaction aside, and instead focus on persuasion.  What is it going to take to get someone to change 

their view?

● Avoid condemnation - needs to be constructive.

● Don’t need to rubbish someone, remember you’re taking part in a conversation with the newspaper and their 

readers

● Do your homework.  Read the letters page everyday to get a sense of the ‘tone’ of the letters page

● Ensure you read the ‘recommended tips’ for newspapers (here is SMH for example).

● Need to refer to something else in the newspaper – doesn’t even need to be about Palestine.  Refer and 

cross-refer.

● Need to do more than agree with what’s been said – need to add something to conversation. Suggest 

something concrete about what comes next.  What deadline or next step could be relevant?

● With such a short space, just have one idea.

● Our issue has very complicated arguments and dense facts.  Try to use accessibly every-day language, 

rather than technical language of the conflict. If your letter has to be checked by an editor, because it is so 

specific, then much less likely to get printed.

● Get it in quickly – the day it is printed is great, the morning of the next day is even better.

● Try to face your audience, not the person that annoyed you.

https://www.smh.com.au/letters-tips
https://www.smh.com.au/letters-tips


Some examples of published letters to the 
editor about Palestine







Canberra Times, 
5/4/2018



8/9/2020, The Age

Strange West Bank Stance

The challenges of Palestinian living in the West Bank were partially revealed by, “In the Jordan Valley, international deals don’t change reality for Palestinians” (5/9). In 2016 writers 

from around the world travelled to Palestine-Israel to spend time in the occupied territories.  Their experiences were collected in the book Kingdom of Olives and Ash. This book of 

essays confirms the experiences the article describes are representative of everyday life for many Palestinians.

Daily life for most Palestinian is intolerable.  The permit system, the checkpoints, make routine life – shopping, getting to work, to school – exhausting.  Yet this year in the UN, when 

Israel threatened to forcibly annex up to a third of the Palestinian West Bank, Australia voted against a resolution condemning the annexation.  The Australian government rightly 

promotes a “rules-based international order”.  There is no justification for Israel and Palestine relations to be an exception.

Jan Lacey, North Melbourne.

25/5/2020, The Age

A chance to remember

Your article about Israel’s plans for the West Bank gives us the opportunity to remember that in 1947, the United Nations voted to partition Palestine without any consultation with 

Palestinians.

In 1948 the State of Israel was proclaimed unilaterally.  Seventy-two years later, May 15, is commemorated by Palestinians as “al-Nakba”, the “Day of Catastrophe”: Palestinians 

becoming refugees in their own land.  In the same ear, UN General Assembly Resolution 194 stated that refugees “wishing to…live at peace with their neighbours” must be allowed to 

return or be compensated: this resolution continues to be defied by Israel to this day.  Thus for more than 72 years Palestinians have accumulated death, suffering and the abuse of 

their human rights.

Now the government of Israel is proposing to annex part of the West Bank – this is morally corrupt, as is the continued occupation of Palestine.  As the article concludes “When it 

comes to upholding international law and UN resolutions, Palestine should not be the exception”.

Judith Morrison, Mount Waverly,



Other sources for advice - recommended by 
Maher

Oxfam Australia - Writing a letter to the editor

Climate Council - How to write an effective letter to the editor

Community Tool Box - Writing Letters to the Editor

NRDC (US Envrionmental group) How to write a successful letter to the editor

Union of Concerned Scientists - Writing an Effective Letter to the Editor

https://www.oxfam.org.au/get-involved/campaign-with-us/diy-campaigning/make-your-mark-in-the-media/writing-a-letter-to-the-editor/
https://www.climatecouncil.org.au/how-write-effective-letter-editor/
https://ctb.ku.edu/en/table-of-contents/advocacy/direct-action/letters-to-editor/main
https://www.nrdc.org/stories/how-write-successful-letter-editor
https://www.ucsusa.org/resources/writing-effective-letter-editor

